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Course Description: Students will learn various metalsmithing techniques such as silver soldering, inlay, basic construction and fabrication of sheet metals (copper, brass, silver) through making rings, brooches and bracelets. Students will be encouraged to create and design their own jewelry with both meaning and function.  Historical and contemporary issues surrounding jewelry and body adornment will be presented and discussed during the course. Students will learn various methods of ring making, including casting and stone setting.

Course Objectives:
(Also indicate Library and/or electronic information resources)

· Teach various fabrication techniques and methods to create and realize projects.

· Heighten the awareness of wearing jewelry as a communicative art form.

· Familiarize students with current issues of the metalsmithing field.

· Encourage students to develop individual abilities to create well-executed one-of-a-kind work. 

Student Learning Outcomes:
· Students should be able to create personal works of art that demonstrate an introductory level of understanding of ringmaking, wearability, materials and techniques.
· Students should understand, interpret, and appreciate metal works of the past and the present from different cultures. 
· Students should develop a heightened awareness of the physical world, the nature of the relationship of human beings to it, and our impact on it via the experience of making wearable jewelry.
Length of Course:
22 lecture/lab hours

Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) and Pass/No Pass

Prerequisites:

None

Required Text:
None.  The Art Department maintains a reference library of 



jewelry and metalsmithing books for student use.  “The 




Complete Metalsmith” by McCreight is recommended text.  

Major Topic Outline:

1. Soldering a decorative wire ring

    
Sweat-solder interior silver band

    
Butt-solder laminated band

    
Add decorative element 


Recognize tools, materials, processes

2. Pierced piece soldered to another shape

    
Design piercing/cut with jeweler's saw


Saw and file/finish surfaces/add texture or color

3. Found object or lost-wax casting


Understand basic need for casting


Basic waxwork on model to be cast


Investment, burnout, and metal replacement

